
How does your digital 
footprint affect you 

and other people



What is a digital footprint?
A digital footprint is a record of your activity online. 
Your digital footprint can track what websites you 
use and ALL your social media platforms. Ex: 
instagram, snapchat, facebook, twitter, etc. your 
information can be saved outside of your own 
network and in some cases negative content could  
be brought up at your job interview (if they need that 
type of information).



You leave a digital footprint wherever you 
go on the web that's why when you back to 
find it again it pops up in your hot bar. The 
information is saved and is there even if 
you deleted it. 



How might your digital footprint affect your 
personal brand and future (school, Work, etc.)
1. If you decide to post inappropriate content or photos they will 

stay on your digital footprint and will be pulled up at your job 
interview or when you apply for college/university. 

2. If you post and want to delete something it will no longer be on 
your platform but could be saved some place else.

3. If someone has saved or screenshot that photo it means it’s still 
out there and cannot be taken back. Which is why you have to 
be careful about what you post.
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Why is it important to be aware of one’s digital 
footprint? Give at least two examples.

1. If you follow someone who posts revealing photos or is known to harass 
people online you probably shouldn't have them added as a friend or allow 
them to follow you because that could affect your footprint as well.

2. A digital footprint can tell you a lot about someone so be sure to look 
through their feed and photos before allowing them to follow you.

3. If you feel as though you don't want to share your pictures with the whole 
world or creeps online make your account private so only you and your 
followers can see what you post.
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Describe at least three strategies (e.g. consider 
passwords, cookies, security, etc.) that you can use 
to keep your digital footprint appropriate and safe.

1. Keep your account private
2. Make sure you only have people you trust or know follow you
3. Have a password that only you know and don't share your 

password
4. Block and report anyone who is harassing you or making you 

uncomfortable
5. Do not accept cookies unless it is a known and trusted website and 

clear cookies periodically.
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EVERYONE HAS A DIGITAL FOOTPRINT



How would you explain the idea of “digital permanence” 
to anyone in your spheres of influence: other students, 

your family members, your teachers, etc.?
Digital permanence is when something is posted or 
sent to the web or to another person and can't be 

taken back because it is on the other person's 
device. (screenshot/posted) or digital server and the 
sender has no control over how long it could exist. If 
you “delete” your account the company or platform 

may keep your account information.
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Why should we care and be aware 
of “digital permanence”?

We should know how it works to protect our image and inform 
people on what could happen. It’s important to understand 

that your digital footprint is real and could pop up in an 
interview or application to a school. In conclusion it can impact 
your everyday life and may be the difference on whether or not 

you get the job or get into a school.
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Big idea
The importance of 
understanding one’s 
digital footprint is to keep 
younger people safe but 
also to keep everyone 
who uses the internet 
safe 


