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Animal Drawing (IB Art) Short Horror Story (English) Grade 10 Piano Exam




IB ART
Animal Drawing

UShy did T soleck Ehis achiovement?

I chose my animal drawing from PRE IB ART with
Ms. Gardnner because it is one of the projects that
I’'m the most proud of from all of grade 9. We
worked on it from October to January, spending over
30 hours on it in total. I worked very hard on it,
staying up late into the night, staying in after school
in class, and spending extra hours and hours in a row
to perfect it. The end result was much better than I
had expected, making me realize that I was better at
drawing than I thought I was. I chose this
achievement because I’'m very proud of it and it
made me realize that hard work is a big part of the
end result.

»




This achievement represents my growth throughout the year
because I learned many new drawing techniques in the
process of working on the project. In the beginning of the
year | barely knew anything about professional skills in
drawing but by the time I finished the animal drawing, I had
gained a few new skills. This project also helped me grow in
my own artistic ways. At the beginning of the year I could
barely draw a cartoon wolf, and I was surprised by my own
skills when I finished the animal drawing.
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Some challenges that I faced during this achievement were staying

focused, being patient, weaving through my artistic struggles, and

meeting fast deadlines. Sometimes the process of drawing would go

on for hours at a time and become extremely repetitive and quiet, that

I would have trouble staying focused, so I listened to music or
podcasts to keep myself from going insane. I also had to teach myself
to be patient with the drawing because it takes time to perfect it and
work past my struggles, since rushing it doesn’t make the drawing
any better. [ met deadlines by setting small goals for myself each day;
for example, I would mark a certain area on the paper and say that |
would finish drawing that area in a specific amount of time. If
followed through with that schedule, I would be able to meet my due

dates.
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In general, drawing is a wonderful,
calming, and inspiring hobby. I don’t have

any big goals for the future in the area of
art, but [ want to try my best to keep the
skill in hand. I want to keep art as a
relaxing hobby to keep myself occupied
when I’m bored, but not turn it into a
career. I think it’s important to have a
creative skill, because it could help me in

my future career even if it isn’t focused on
art.
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4 teenagers explore a foreign cave
where a blood-thirsty monster
resides

Throughout their journey, they face
their biggest fears, gruesome
injuries, and discover each other’s
true colours

Almost 3000 words




S
“A gust of freezing air slaps me in the face, and darkness engulfs us almost
immediately. | click my flashlight on, and the cave is instantly iluminated. Everyone
else’s flashlights turn on, and our surroundings are revealed. Sharp stalactites
hang from the ceiling. Some of them drip with water, forming puddles beneath
them. The rocky floor moves up and down so abruptly that they form several
different openings leading to more pathways, each one deeper and darker than
the next. The echoes of our footsteps bring an eery and daunting air to the cave,
and suddenly | miss the scorching hot sun. The constant movement of the
flashlights make the shadows seem to chase each other, and | feel a tug on my
heart every time | think | see something move. The four of us stay huddled together

as we take in our surroundings. All | can hear is the steady echo of dripping
water”
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Buried in the Dark

“Leo, you still sure you'll be saving everyone if we're about to die?” Alex says.

“The four of us stand at the bottom of the ragged hillside, gazing up at the crooked path
Teading uphill that awaits us. The sun glares down at s, threatening to set the mountain ablaze.
Small clumps of grass push out of erevices of rocks that line the dusty trail A cave entrance that
Idiscovered months ago lis hidden at the top, and ever since, I've wanted to explore it with my
friends. Rue, Alex, Hylla and I have been planning this day since the beginning of summer right
after our junior year, and it’s now August.

Ihitch my backpack full of food and water higher up my back as I give Alex a sarcastic
glare. “You know I can do anything and everything, right?” I joke. Each of us have a flashlight in
hand, and Alex has 2 tool bt strapped to his waist. He declared that f all f us were in danger,
hed be the last one to die because he would have all his ltle survival gadgets with him to keep
himalive. As ifhe knows how 10 use them.

“Not without me,” he counters, smirking. Alex i the type of person who you can have fun
with, but sometimes he can be inconsiderate and selfsh. The girls around him don’tsee that
though, because they're blinded by his movie star looks: perfect hair and deep warm eyes. Girls
stick around him like remoras stick to sharks. I the meantime, I'm not movie-star-looking at all,
‘When ook in the mirror, wha grecis me is an average Latino kid with curly brown hair and a
goofy grin

‘We alllaugh at Alex's joke, and Rue nudges my arm. “Well now’s your chance to show us
You're stronger than him, Leo,” she says, smiling at me. Her eyes pulse with excitement. My
stomach suddenly swarms with butterfles, and I forget how to breathe. 1ty to form what  hope
Tooks ke a smile, but it fels ike I'm paralyzed. Rue does that to me a lot.

Hala steps in front of us and starts walking up the hill, picking up dust behind her shoes.
“What are you waiting for?” she asks,

“The rest of us follow behind her,ready to face a day fll of unknown possibiliies. Antici-
pation rises in my throat as we get closer. Trekking up the hill, we occasionally trip over rocks.
By the fime we reach the top where the cave entrance is, my forehead is dripping with sweat and
‘my back is sosked.

Alex slumps down next to a nearby rock, groaning. “Guys, I don’t know if I'm ready for
this. That was 2 hel of  climb, and we're not even in the cave yet,” he whines, gesturing his arm
towards the cave entrance. “Plus, it's pitch black in there. Who knows what monster is justsit
ting there waiting to eatus alive.” he adds with a laugh, but his voice is laced with a hint of fear.
The cave seems to suck in every ray of light, glowering at us as i it wants to swallow us whole
Alump rises in my throat, but I can’t tellif it’s excitement or anxiety.

Ishrug. “Alex, if you're so scared, we should just get ths trp over with.”
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I chose to talk to about my short horror story that I
wrote for English class because I’'m passionate about
writing and I’m proud of how my story turned out. It’s
an important achievement for me because it was
something that [ put a lot of work into, and earned a
good grade on. I love creating my own stories. One of
the reasons for its significance is that it’s one of the
projects that took the most time in the course.
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Teading uphill that awaits us. The sun glares down at s, threatening to set the mountain ablaze.
Small clumps of grass push out of erevices of rocks that line the dusty trail A cave entrance that
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friends. Rue, Alex, Hylla and I have been planning this day since the beginning of summer right
after our junior year, and it’s now August.

Ihitch my backpack full of food and water higher up my back as I give Alex a sarcastic
glare. “You know I can do anything and everything, right?” I joke. Each of us have a flashlight in
hand, and Alex has 2 tool bt strapped to his waist. He declared that f all f us were in danger,
hed be the last one to die because he would have all his ltle survival gadgets with him to keep
himalive. As ifhe knows how 10 use them.

“Not without me,” he counters, smirking. Alex i the type of person who you can have fun
with, but sometimes he can be inconsiderate and selfsh. The girls around him don’tsee that
though, because they're blinded by his movie star looks: perfect hair and deep warm eyes. Girls
stick around him like remoras stick to sharks. I the meantime, I'm not movie-star-looking at all,
‘When ook in the mirror, wha grecis me is an average Latino kid with curly brown hair and a
goofy grin
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By the fime we reach the top where the cave entrance is, my forehead is dripping with sweat and
‘my back is sosked.

Alex slumps down next to a nearby rock, groaning. “Guys, I don’t know if I'm ready for
this. That was 2 hel of  climb, and we're not even in the cave yet,” he whines, gesturing his arm
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This project allowed me to further explore many writing
strategies, poetic devices, and story structures, helping to
represent my growth throughout the year. During the
writing process of my horror story, I weaved through

several different writer’s block phases. Slowly, I learned

how to work past those challenging moments.
Experiencing all of these difficulties helped with pushing
me to stay focused and continue working, allowing me to
grow.
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Buried in the Dark
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I love literature and fiction novels, so I want to keep
my hobby of writing for fun and reading everyday. A
goal of mine is to write a book or short novel in the
near future. I dream of publishing it, and aspire to
make that dream a reality. With my writing skills, in
the future I can write smooth and eye catching post
secondary applications and resumes for job/volunteer
opportunities.
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My grade 10 piano exam was a hard earned achievement that

took years of practice, which is why I chose it. Piano is a very
significant part of my life that I spend time on everyday. It is
one of the things I’'m very good at. The day of the exam was
also very stressful, and I’'m proud of myself for pushing through
it steadily.




Heow docs i represent
i e Sl e

Since the beginning of 2019, I’ve been working on
grade 10 songs for my exam, and as time passed |
perfected them. This represents my growth
throughout the year. Throughout this school year I’ve
also participated in several piano competitions where
adjudicators give me professional tips and
corrections on my techniques. My piano exam is a
representation of how much I’ve grown musically
since I started grade 10 piano.
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During this achievement, I faced many different difficulties.
While practicing my songs I would occasionally become
frustrated with myself because I couldn’t refine the details in
my song. Eventually I realized that perfection takes practice,
and practice takes time. On the day of the exam, I woke up
extremely anxious. I learned to calm myself down by
practicing and taking deep breaths.




e e T il T s

My goal with piano for the future is to play everyday and

keep it as a hobby. I don’t really want to pursue a career in

piano because I have other plans for my future. Later on in
life, my ability to play piano well will come in handy for
when I want to relieve stress on my own, show off a bit, or

even perform for other people. It’s also good to know how

to understand and appreciate different types of music other

than pop.
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